. (a) HPLC-PDA chromatogram obtained with a C18 column at pH≈3. Under this condition, we have good retention of BrC and better separation. This is a good dataset to evaluate the contribution of identified BrC chromophores to the overall WSOC absorption. However, the absorption maximum observed under this condition were at 300-400nm, which differs from the UV-Vis spectra measured from the bulk WSOC solution. (b) HPLC-PDA chromatogram obtained with a biphenyl column at pH≈7. Under this condition, many BrC chromophores are in their deprotonated form (ions) so that they eluted from the column close to the dead time (in the blue cycle). Some chromophores can be retained by the column via π-π interaction (RT = 10-40 min).
